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How to Honour Your King

Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy
father, should walk before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Be it far from me; for them
that honour me I will honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.
1 Samuel 2:30.

These are hard words which the Lord brought to Eli by the mouth of an unidentified prophet.
God was withdrawing blessing Eli had inherited as a priest. Because Eli had failed to discipline
his sons, they were no longer fit to serve as Israel’s hereditary priests before the Lord; thus
God moved to protect His people. We use this verse today because it embodies a principle
which we see demonstrated in type, or likeness, between Ahasuerus (as a type of the
believer) and Mordecai (as a type of the Lord.)  We today learn that as we honour King Jesus,
He in turn honours us; even though it may not appear to be so just at that time.

A Story Rich in Spiritual Meaning.
We remember that this story does not
mention the name of God, or the
things of God as familiar to that time. It
does however conceal hidden in the
text His name (See Introductory
Notes) and it does carry a potent
teaching by type.

Let us remind ourselves that to teach by
type is to illustrate Bible truths by
identifying a set of like characteristics
in one object which are similar in some
way to a set of like characteristics in
the person or object of particular
interest. Thus:

Ahasuerus is a type of the believer.
Esther is a type of the Holy Spirit.
Haman is a type of our flesh/self life.
Mordecai is a type of the Lord Jesus.

For more detail see Study N  5.o

And, this type set is akin to Romans
chapters 6,7 and 8.

Significant Events in the Ahasuerus -
Mordecai Story.

Mordecai saved Ahasuerus from
assassination 2:21-23.

Mordecai mourned at Ahasuerus’s
planed genocide 4:1.

Ahasuerus remembered Mordecai’s act,
and ceremoniously honoured him, but
did not promote him 6:1-9.

Haman was detailed to do the
honouring 6:10-11.

Ahasuerus sheltered, accepted, listened
to, obeyed and rewarded Esther, e.g.
8:1-7.

Ahasuerus gave the control of the
kingdom to Mordecai that he had
conferred on Haman. 8:2.

Mordecai’s plan counteracted the
unchangeable decree of Haman by
limited defence 8:10-14.

Mordecai’s plan included vengeance on
the workers of evil 8:13.

Ahasuerus gave Mordecai the place of
permanent honour 8:15.

Mordecai’s elevation brought joy to the
people of God. 8:15-17.

The triumph of Mordecai heralds the
conversion among the nations 8:17.

Mordecai’s greatness increased and
increased. 9:4.

Mordecai was given the place of
greatest authority and importance
under Ahasuerus 10:3.

Understanding the Imagery. The
antitype is our identification in the
vicarious death of Jesus Christ by faith
giving forgiveness of sins; and our
identification in His now risen life
providing victory over our inclination to
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sin, enabling us to live as pleases Him
and to His honour and praise.
 
As Mordecai saved Ahasuerus from

death, so our Mordecai has also
saved us unto life eternal.

“We are sold to be destroyed” 7:4, also
3:9. And our old self is “sold under sin”
under our Haman taskmaster until
liberated by crucifying the flesh.
Galatians 5:24

Gave the house of Haman to Esther
8:1. It was customary for the property
of the felons on sentence to be taken
from them, so that which was once
ours we lay at the feet of the Holy
Spirit. Acts 4:31-37. Esther in turn set
Mordecai over this property, even as
the Holy Spirit honours Jesus in all
things, in order that He may have
preeminence.

Second in the Kingdom. Haman and
then Mordecai were elevated to the
place of second in the kingdom, so
making them Vizier. This was true also
of Daniel. (Daniel 6:1-3) This custom
removed from Ahasuerus the duty of
detail, and shielded him to some
degree from responsibility. He could
hang Haman for a decree that had
been issued in his name. In many
ways the Vizier had the real power,
but the king could withdraw it, so the
believer has the right to give the
sovereignty over his life to the Lord, or
his fleshly appetites. Thus Paul’s
appeal of Romans 12:1&2.

Laws written in the King’s name cannot
be reversed 8:8. The proclaimed law
of the Medes and the Persians could
not be changed. Even so the edicts of

Heaven cannot be reversed
condemning as it does sin in heaven,
in the world or in human heart as
rebellion against God. ‘The soul that
sins, it shall die.’

Mordecai wrote a new law, in the king’s
name, decreeing that the Jews defend
themselves. Both the law of Haman
and the law of Mordecai were valid, so
preserving the integrity of Persian
jurisprudence. One was a law of
death. The other a law giving life to the
people of God. The spiritual
counterpart is:

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, has
set you free from the law of sin and death.
Romans 8:2.

The law of life for the one was a law of
death to the other. The gospel of
Christ is life giving good news to the
believer, but constitutes doom to those
who reject it, for:

He who believes in Him is not judged, but he
who does not believe is judged already,
because he has not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God. John 3:18.

Ahasuerus heard and obeyed the
wisdom of Esther, and so all those
who are ‘being led by the Spirit of God,
these are the sons of God.’ Romans
8:14.

Ahasuerus retained sovereignty over his
kingdom so we have sovereignty over
our lives. It is ours to choose to whom
we shall give the power, the right to
govern.

Avenge. “‘Vengeance is mine - I will
repay,’ says the Lord” It all seems out
of kilter? Suffice it here to say that this
was at the instruction of Mordecai, the
type of the Lord Jesus, who will one
day judge this world in righteousness.

Bible quotations in this study are from the NASB, unless otherwise acknowledged.


