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“If I Perish, I Perish”
Reading: Esther 3:13-5:3

This statement of Esther should be seen as an acceptance of the inevitable. The words in Hebrew
include a prefix marker that ought to be read ‘when’ or ‘as soon as’ (or sometimes ‘about.’) Read
it as, “I will go in to the king, which is against the law and I will perish when I perish.” There is a
similar statement in Genesis 43:14 where during a severe famine, Jacob sent Benjamin to Egypt
in order to get grain. He did not expect to see Benjamin alive again. He sighed, “If I am bereaved
of my children, then I am bereaved.”  Also the verb ‘perish’ in grammar is  Qal Perfect indicating1

that in Esther’s mind it was already accomplished. Esther had just counted herself as expendable
for the welfare of her people. She was doing no more than the countless thousands of men who
climbed out of the trenches into a stream of enemy bullets for the sake of God, and king, and
country during the wars of the last century. Death was counted as certain, but some survived.

The time had come for Mordecai to take
a stand v1. He had told Esther to keep
her nationality secret, but now he sets up
a one man demonstration. It is obvious
that he had a target audience of one.
Tearing clothes in these lands was a sign
of sorrow. He placed himself in the
market square at the gate of the palace,
the crossroads of the day.

Sackcloth and ashes indicated a position
of humility, repentance and mourning
before God in Prayer. See: Daniel 9:2 &
Matthew 11:21. But remember, it is the
reality, not an outward demonstration of
grief which God respects Joel 2:13.

Fasting and Prayer. When a need is very
great people are driven to prayer not
food. See: Ezra 10:6 & Nehemiah 1:4.  It
is not the pose, but the attitude which
God desires of us. Read carefully
Isaiah 58:1-12. The inclusion or exclusion
of these external symbols when we seek
God is not proof of our sincerity. If they
fool us into thinking that we can engineer
our will and way with Him, it is only we
who are fooled. They do not move God.
He looks on our heart, and not on the
outward appearance. Get real, be true in
a time of need!

In Esther, prayer is not mentioned, nor
is God. However the practice of fasting

was well understood by the Jews, and
had been since the days of the Judges,
(Judges 20:26) and Esther called for a
fast in v16. Her thinly veiled instruction to
Mordecai was one to call the people to
prayer according to the purposes of God.
By it he knew she would act. Prayer and
action belong together. One without the
other is to attempt to walk on just one leg.

The God who is “There.” Why is God not
mentioned in Esther? The Persians held
all the power. The Jews had none. Men
such as Daniel derived power for their
term of office from these masters. Also
the empire swarmed with enemies, as
this book and also Ezra and Nehemiah
make clear, and although God had
through the prophets declared his
intention to return His people safely to
their homeland, no individual Jew or
Jewish community knew if this day would
be their last. They endeavoured to ‘live
peaceably with all men.’ The book
conveys the mood of the court of the day,
and how those who were there handled
the issues.

Nevertheless the book is written in such a
way that those who knew God, knew that
He was there! As Christians we also
serve ‘the invisible God’. Do you
remember the plaque which once graced
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the walls of every Christian’s kitchen or
dining room?

“Christ is the head of this home, the unseen guest
at every meal, the silent listener to every
conversation.”

This invisible God is nevertheless a very
real presence for us, and He was for
Mordecai.

Some believers once kept an empty chair
just to remind them that the Lord is
always present.

Mordecai’s words and actions tell us that
he respected God more than men. Not
only did he refuse to stoop, the
customary greeting of obeisance  to2

Haman, but of God he told her,

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise for the Jews from another
place and you and your father’s house will perish.
And who knows whether you have not attained
royalty for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14.

God had, through the prophets, promised
to preserve His people. And in this
Mordecai was convinced God would not
be thwarted, but he also knew that where
one of God’s servants is unwilling, He will
set him aside and use another. Review
the story of Barak who refused to take
God at His word Judges 4, of Moses who
refused to speak to Pharaoh and God
sent along troublesome Aaron Exodus
4:4; or of Paul who after having preached
to others was afraid of being sidelined 1

Corinthians 9:27.

Esther’s Approach to Ahasuerus. 
With the backing of prayer:
She put on her royal robes. She presented

herself in true regal status.
The Persians were very class conscious

and had socially prescribed greetings,
which she respected.

She presented herself before him. The law
about un-called presentations to the
throne was that if Ahasuerus did not
indulge her, she would be put to death3

v11. 
She touched the top of his sceptre.

Matthew Henry says that this was the act
of a humble petitioner, and this
interpretation seems borne out by the
response of Ahasuerus in asking her
what she wanted and offering up to half
his realm, probably a customary reply.

The Providence of God. Mordeacai’s
question is a classic v14. It reminds us of
another from the life of Joseph: 

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God
meant it for good in order to bring about this
present result . . . Genesis 50.20.

If you are one of God’s children, then
nothing in your life is by chance. The
good and the bad can work out His
purposes in us if we walk every day with
Him.

FOOTNOTES: 1. This construction is pointed out by Ian Duguid, ‘Esther & Ruth,’ Reformed Press, p52. 2. Persian
etiquette of meeting required persons of equal standing to kiss mouth to mouth, for persons of somewhat lower
class to kiss their hand toward superiors, and persons of low rank to bow to the ground. It was not intended as a
mark of servility nor an act of worship. Bowing before Haman was to recognition of his newly acquired high status.
This glory Haman craved. 3. The law of approaching the king as set out initially, required business, petitions and
the like to be brought to the king through his ministers. The inflexible nature of Persian law meant that eventually it
applied to all, including his queen. She could not enter his presence except by special favour and indulgence - JFB
Commentary p306. Bible quotations are from the NASB, unless otherwise acknowledged.


