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A Liberated Leading Lady
Reading: Esther Chapter 1

Let’s assume that this Ahasuerus is Xerxes. There are good reasons to do so; most pressing
is that we are given a description of his power and influence in Esther 1:1. Also, see again your
introductory notes.

Now, as he reigned from 486 to 465, his third year as mentioned in Esther 1:3, will be the
year B.C. 483. In it he held a great convention for all the important people of his realm, his
princes  (See v14), his administrative assistants  army officers  together with the nobles  and1 2 3 4

princes  of the 127 provinces. Daniel 6:1 details this organisation as established by Darius his5

father.
Darius had been defeated by the Greeks at Marathon in B.C. 490. Xerxes, undeterred,

planned to make amends and raised an army to bring Greece into submission. In 581 with
2,000,000 men he left Susa only to suffer a miserable defeat. After the rout by the Greeks at
Salamis he fled to Sardis and left there in B.C. 478. This military action of Xerxes was
prophesied by Daniel in 11:1&2:

“In the first year of Darius the Mede . . . three more kings are going to arise in Persia. Then
a fourth will gain far more riches than all of them; as soon as he becomes strong through
his riches, he will arouse the whole empire against the realm of Greece.”

This Darius the Mede identifies with Cyaxares II, who stood as the power behind Cyrus the
Great and his conquest of Babylon , and during his first year of occupation. The kings then,6

count four to Xerxes and the prophecy fits this detail. (See also Daniel 9:1-3 for lessons on
prayer and national politics. Do not be discouraged at the seeming feebleness of your efforts.)

Chapter One of Esther tells the story of Xerxes using a lavish feast to gather together the
support of 127 provincial leaders and his army to undertake what was to be a most miserable
failure at military aggression. It signalled the turning point of Babylonian power.

Xerxes held a military convention,
v3 with his leaders, officials and
generals, which was lavishly
catered. His purpose was to
impress his people and ensure their
support for his military ambitions. It
took place at Susa, v2 (Shushan in
Elam on your map) which was at
that time an imperial centre. Lasting
6 months, it ended with the most
lavish banquet of seven days held
in his palace garden v5. The rich-
ness of the palace appointments
are described.

Drinking according to law v8 is better
read, ‘by royal decree.’ to the effect
that people were not to be pressed
outside their comfort zone as was
often the case, but diplomatically

allowed to follow their desires.
Xerxes wanted to impress.

Queen Vashti held a feast for
women. The article ‘the’ is not in the
Hebrew. We ought to resist the
thought that she was necessarily
required to entertain the women-folk
of delegates separately. Vashti was
a chief or favourite wife. As such
she had court rights and
responsibilities assigned to her not
normally enjoyed by women See
v19.

The eunuchs were Xerxes harem
attendants who waited on him in
these matters. He ordered them to
bring and display Vashti to public
gaze. Their names listed in v10
serve to indicate that they were
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known to their contemporaries,
thereby indicating the integrity of
the narrative.

We do not know the reason for her
reluctance, but she refused Xerxes
and humiliated him before all to whom
he was seeking to impress . Such7

rebellion was unpardonable: first
because he was king; second
because she was a woman in an
ancient Eastern culture; third because
she was the ‘first lady ‘ of the kingdom
and an example to millions.

Who was she entertaining in the
Queens chambers as her lord strutted
his stuff, the Babylon Branch of
Women’s Liberation. Inc.?  Perhaps.
What tempted her to snub the most
powerful potentate in the world?
Something rather pressing. It had the
desired effect for ‘he was very wroth
and his anger burned within him.’ She
took an awful risk.

Despite the advanced state of drunken
revelry, the leaders recognised a
move that could trigger domestic
rebellion.

The Queen’s conduct will become known to
all the women causing them to look with
contempt on their own husbands saying,
‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti
to be brought to his presence, but she did not

come v17.

and Xerxes took counsel, in accord
with custom, with the seven leading
princes of the realm.

These counsellors were 1. Men of
wisdom, 2. Men of quality, the dukes
of that realm, 3. Men who had access
to and were advisers of the king, 4.
Men who ‘knew the times’, that is they
knew precedent of common law, how
cases of this kind had been dealt with
in the past in order that judgment
would be legal. 5 Men who were
known to all and who were influential
by reputation, and their names are
given. For us this inclusion also
verifies the integrity of the narrative .8

Xerxes response for him was rather
mild. As a king he was a poor leader,
able to be led astray, made hasty and
sometimes inane decisions (such as
having the sea whipped) and shortly to
be assassinated by two of his
underlings, as a military strategist he
was a failure and as an individual he
was often thoughtless and cruel. In
this he had other things on his mind,
other things to be pursued. He took
the first answer to be offered, rather
that optimising his opportunities.

But as always, God was working.

FOOTNOTES: 1. 8269 The first in rank of men around the throne. 2. 5950 Servants, those who obey the
commands of their master, from the context important enough to be there. 3. 2428 Valuable men of valour.
4. 6579 Noblemen, possibly a reference to the three commissioners of Daniel 6:1 as they are linked in the
text to: 5. The first in rank from each of the 127 provinces. 6. Jamieson Fawsset & Brown Commentary p670.
7. Herodotus an ancient writer identified the queen of Xerxes as one called Amestris who was exceedingly
cruel and debauched and Xerxes own cousin. There are some ambiguities and we cannot with certainty
identify her with Vashti. Perhaps Amestris was a ‘first lady’ before Vashti - see Ellicott v3 note, p514. 8.
Inclusion of significant detail is a safeguard against fraudulent representation, especially to people of that
day (as this document bears the marks of early composition.) Interested readers could check the detail. For
us, simply the inclusion of statistics and detail contributes to the confidence we have in the work we have in
our hands. Word numbers are Strongs as an aid to your further study. Bible quotations in this study are from
the NASB, unless otherwise acknowledged.


